TITLE:  MICROBIOLOGIST 
CODE:  20751
DEFINITION


This is professional clinical, food quality, or veterinary diagnostic laboratory work.  Employees in this class perform a variety of standard microbiology and chemical tests and microscopic examinations according to established procedures. At entry level employees work under direct supervision but as employees gain knowledge and greater expertise, they are assigned progressively more complex duties and are afforded greater independence.  Work is usually performed under general supervision from a lab supervisor or manager.

EXAMPLES OF WORK PERFORMED (Any one position may not include all of the duties listed, nor do the examples cover all of the duties which may be performed.)


Prepares a variety of standard laboratory procedures, analyses, and examinations; prepares routine smears, cultures, serological assays, stains, reagents, media, and slides; performs varied tests and procedures to isolate and identify virus, bacteria, and chemical compositions; prepares tests of tissues and fluids to determine the presence of abnormalities or disease causing organisms; prepares the more complex media of molecular interpretation, drug concentrations and mathematical computations.


Performs and maintains quality control according to procedures, policies, instructions, regulations, and certification in order to maintain standards, valid results and reporting; performs proficiency testing and certification; maintains records and documentation; and performs quality control work on equipment as assigned.  Ensures laboratory safety procedures are met and safety reports are made in accordance with established procedures.


Communicates information to co-workers, supervisors and public and private health care providers according to established policy and procedure manuals to facilitate effective operation of the laboratory and timely release of accurate information.


Calibrates instruments and makes standardizations of laboratory equipment; maintains equipment, supplies and work area as assigned to ensure safe and efficient equipment.


Requisitions and monitors media, reagents, supplies and equipment of the laboratory system according to established procedures.


Provides technical assistance and reviews methods and procedures of lower level personnel performing standardized laboratory tests; may supervise paraprofessional or clerical personnel.


Performs related work as assigned.

COMPENSABLE FACTORS (The following qualifications are provided in order to identify compensable factors.  Minimum qualifications utilized for selection purposes will be determined as part of an examinations job analysis process.)

Graduation from a four-year college or university with a bachelor’s degree in microbiology, medical technology, laboratory technology, or a closely related field supplemented by course work in microbiology and/or medical technology.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS


Employees in the microbiologist series may be required to work with highly infectious agents and 

must agree to receive special immunizations.  Employees may be required to work holidays, weekends, 

and after hours and be on call on a rotation basis.

Revised: 8/30/00

